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The "ecological class" overturns the picture, it is the living
beings of the world that make human existence possible in 
the first place: "The production system is only a part and not 
even the most important of this totality." The ecological
class can therefore no longer be defined by the mode of
production: "The point at which the new ecological class
separates itself from all others is that it wants to reduce the
position of the relations of production, while the others want
to strengthen them." 

Latour/Schultz 2022, pp. 27-28
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= „social“ SDGs
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Source: ICSU – International Council for Science, A Guide to SDG Interactions: from
Science to Implementation. Paris: ISCU 2017, pp. 165f.
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SDG 7: 
Affordable 
and clean 
energy
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Four axes of inequality: 

(1) top-bottom inequalities, which focus on the economic 
distribution of resources

(2) internal-external inequalities, which relate to territorial 
access, migration, and membership

(3) us-them inequalities, which encompass societal 
recognition of diversity, and

(4) today-tomorrow inequalities, which address issues of 
intergenerational justice and environmental 
sustainability. 

See: Lux, Thomas/Mau, Steffen/Jacobi, Aljoscha, 2022, Neue 
Ungleichheitsfragen, neue Cleavages? Ein internationaler Vergleich 
der Einstellungen in vier Ungleichheitsfeldern. In: Berliner Journal für 
Soziologie, 32. Jg., 2, S. 173-212
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Quelle: McGuinn, Jennifer et al. 2020: Social sustainability. Concepts and Benchmarks. Study for the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies, European Parliament, Luxembourg, S. 21
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Types of welfare regime
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Figure: Types of welfare regimes and conceptions of social sustainability
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Source: Opielka 2008, 
p. 35, abridged and
expanded to include
concepts of social 
sustainability
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SDG ff.: Social sustainability as a socio-political programme

Approach Program Examples

Methodology
(polity)

Holistic (systemic) SDG-Interaction

Society
(policy)

Criticism of externalization, 
program of internalization

Guarantism
Human rights, capabilities
Commons

Politics
(politics)

Social Innovation Basic Income
Agrarian turnaround
Energy transition
Incentives, Nudging
Positive Migration
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